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Dear Friends,
We are so excited to join all of you to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Urban Alliance!
We are deeply grateful for every student who has trusted us, every mentor who has committed 
time to a young person, every executive who has committed to pay for an internship, every 
staff member who has dedicated themselves to serving the young people, every teacher, 
counsellor, principal and administrator who has helped us along the way, every board member 
who has provided strategic direction and support, and every funder who shares our vision and 
has contributed resources!
We are honored to share this celebration with all of you, particularly with President Barack 
Obama and Secretary Lonnie G. Bunch III, and to welcome students and alumni from our 
Greater DC, Baltimore, Chicago and Detroit regions. 
For more than 25 years, we have worked to ensure that every young person who comes 
through our doors embarks on a path to achieve their full potential. Our flagship 12th grade 
High School Internship Program has connected over 6,000 young people to paid internships, 
mentors, and professional development. Thousands more high school students have 
participated in workforce training through our 10th and 11th grade programs.  Every step of 
the way has required collaboration and support from all of our stakeholders and we are beyond 
proud of what has been accomplished together.
It has been a joy for us to be engaged in this work since 1996 and we look forward to many more 
wonderful years ahead for the Urban Alliance community, setting an example of how to achieve 
an equitable workforce in which all young people can thrive! We are just getting started!

With deep gratitude,
Andrew and Mary

OCTOBER 13, 2022

MARY MENELL ZIENTS
Urban Alliance Board Chair

ANDREW PLEPLER
Founder and Vice Chair

OF URBAN ALLIANCE25 
years
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6:30 PM

7:00 PM

WELCOME  

ELIZABETH LINDSEY
Chief Executive Officer, Urban Alliance

25TH ANNIVERSARY VIDEO PRESENTATION

LONNIE G. BUNCH III
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution
Photo courtesy of Robert Stewart, Smithsonian Institution

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 

BARACK OBAMA
44th President of the United States

IMANI P. MUSE
Sophomore, 
University of Alabama
Urban Alliance Obama 
Youth Jobs Corps,  
Class of 2020
High School Internship 
Program, Class of 2021 

AUSTIN R. WASHINGTON
Senior, Kenwood Academy 
High School, Chicago
Urban Alliance Obama  
Youth Jobs Corps,  
Class of 2022
High School Internship 
Program, Class of 2023 

OPENING RECEPTION 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, Oprah Winfrey Theater 

KEVIN YOUNG
Andrew W. Mellon Director
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture



8:15 PM

Featuring: 
THE CHUCK BROWN BAND

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
AND RECOGNITION

THANKS TO OUR FOUNDER

CLOSING

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW BANK OF AMERICA/ 
SMITHSONIAN/URBAN ALLIANCE PARTNERSHIP

DINNER AND DANCING

EASTERN VOCAL ENSEMBLE
Tedrick Bonds, Choir Director, Director of Vocal Music, 
Eastern Senior High School, Washington, DC
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EMCEE EMCEE 
STELLA AFOLABI
Urban Alliance 
Internship Program 
Coordinator, Martha’s 
Table Juniors Program

CHAS ACKLEY
Executive Director, 
Baltimore

ABIODUN DUROJAYE
Executive Director,  
Chicago

ELIZABETH LINDSEY, STELLA AFOLABI, RAMIRO FORTY

LAURENTIIS GAINES
Program Director,  
Greater DC

RAMIRO FORTY
Urban Alliance Internship 
Program Lead, Property 
Management Pathway

MARGRIT ALLEN
Executive Director, 
Detroit
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EMERITUS
THOMAS NIDES 
Co-Founder, Urban Alliance; U.S. Ambassador to Israel
JEFFREY ZIENTS 
Founder and Board Member Emeritus, Urban Alliance; COVID-19 Response 
Coordinator and Counselor to the President, Biden-Harris Administration

ANDREW PLEPLER 
Vice Chair of the Board and Founder, 
Urban Alliance; Global Head of ESG, Bank 
of America

SHAHIN REZAI 
Retired, Senior Vice President, Chief 
Counsel, Transactions, Securities and 
Finance, Capital One

ESHAUNA SMITH 
Former CEO, Urban Alliance; Director of 
Community Mobilization, Ballmer Group

ZED SMITH 
Chief Operating Officer, The Cordish 
Companies

MARTA URQUILLA 
President, Centri Tech Foundation

JEANNA VIDALE 
Senior Human Resources Director, Turner 
Construction Company

RICK C. WADE 
Senior Vice President of Strategic Alliances and 
Outreach, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

MARY MENELL ZIENTS 
Board Chair

URBAN ALLIANCE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LINDA ASSANTE 
Former Managing Partner, Jasper Ridge 
Partners

GREGORY DESAUTELS 
Managing Vice President of Strategy, 
Capital One

KELLY DIBBLE 
Senior Vice President and Director of 
Public Affairs and Government Relations, 
Northern Trust

KEVIN GREER 
Partner, New Profit

CHRISTINE GREGORY 
Former Executive Director, Urban Alliance; 
Diversity Equity and Inclusion consultant 
and CEO/Founder of Harmony Global 
Foods, LLC

DEBORAH L. HARMON 
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Artemis Real Estate Partners

NICK KILAVOS 
Managing Director, Asset Management, 
Alliance Partners

VERONICA NOLAN 
Former CEO, Urban Alliance; Partner at 
Dream BIG Foundation
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS WHO HAVE 
DONATED $250,000 OR MORE:

A. JAMES & ALICE B. CLARK 
FOUNDATION
ABELL FOUNDATION
THE ADVISORY BOARD COMPANY
THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION
AT&T
BALTIMORE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
FUND
BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES
BALTIMORE’S PROMISE
BANK OF AMERICA
BANK OF AMERICA CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION
BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION
BLOOMBERG PHILANTHROPIES
CAPITAL ONE
CITI FOUNDATION
CITY OF CHICAGO
CLARK CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC
DC CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES 
AGENCY
DC CHILDREN & YOUTH INVESTMENT 
TRUST CORPORATION
DC DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICES 
DELOITTE
THE ECONOMIC CLUB OF 
WASHINGTON, D.C.
EUGENE AND AGNES E. MEYER 
FOUNDATION
FRADIAN FOUNDATION
FREDDIE MAC FOUNDATION
GENERAL MOTORS
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
GREATER WASHINGTON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
THE HARRY AND JEANETTE 
WEINBERG FOUNDATION
HORNING FAMILY FUND
HYATT
INOVA HEALTHCARE
THE J. WILLARD & ALICE S. MARRIOTT 
FOUNDATION
KAREN AND ETHAN LEDER

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP
KPMG
LEONARD EGAN
LINKEDIN
MACKENZIE SCOTT
MARTHA’S TABLE
MEAD FAMILY FOUNDATION
MORGAN STANLEY
THE MORIAH FUND
THE MORRIS AND GWENDOLYN 
CAFRITZ FOUNDATION
NBA FOUNDATION
NEW PROFIT
NEWS CORPORATION
NORTHERN TRUST
OBAMA FOUNDATION
PREA FOUNDATION
PRITZKER FOUNDATION
THE RICHARD E. AND NANCY P. 
MARRIOTT FOUNDATION
ROCKEFELLER PHILANTHROPY 
ADVISORS
ROCKET COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
ROCKET COMPANIES
SHARE FUND
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & 
FLOM LLP
SKILLMAN FOUNDATION
STRADA EDUCATION NETWORK
UNITED STATES CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION
UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES OFFICE OF 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
UNITED WAY NATIONAL CAPITAL 
AREA
VENTURE PHILANTHROPY PARTNERS 
(VPP)
VERIZON
WALTON FAMILY FOUNDATION
WELLS FARGO
WORLD BANK GROUP
ZIENTS FAMILY FOUNDATION



THANK YOU TO OUR JOB PARTNERS WHO HAVE 
HOSTED 25 INTERNS OR MORE:

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

BANK OF AMERICA

CHILDREN’S NATIONAL 
HOSPITAL

CLARK CONSTRUCTION GROUP, 
LLC

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

COOK COUNTY CLERK OF THE 
CIRCUIT COURT

HYATT

INOVA HEALTHCARE

JOURNI 

KAISER PERMANENTE

LATIN AMERICAN YOUTH 
CENTER

LINKEDIN

MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL

MARTHA’S TABLE

MORGAN STANLEY

NORTHERN TRUST

ROCKET COMPANIES

SITAR ARTS CENTER

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER 
& FLOM LLP

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE 

VIRGINIA TECH NATIONAL 
CAPITAL REGION

WORLD BANK GROUP

Urban Alliance connects high school students to equitable, inclusive careers through paid work experiences, 
mentorship, and professional development. We work with schools and employers to address systemic barriers 
to economic mobility for young adults of color and to bridge the gaps between education and workforce 
development for all young people.

MARISSA SAMS EVENTS

SUSAN GAGE CATERERS

LINK STRATEGIC PARTNERS

JUST ICE TEA

THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO:
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www.urbanalliance.org

info@urbanalliance.org 

202.459.4300

2030 Q Street NW, Washington, DC 20009

 @urbanalliance             UrbanAlliance             @urbanalliance             Urban Alliance


